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‘The Dwell house being built in Pittsboro represents the winning design for using modular components to produce a 2,000-square-foot house.

Builders work to make modular homes an easy sell in the South.

By Nancy E. ONTes
Correspondent
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A contractor in Carrboro— Olson and his wife,
Lori, own Mount Vernon Homei he has been
researching modular homes for the past couple of
‘years as an affordable alternative in Chapel Hill's
notoriously pricey housing market. But modular
‘'homes have been a tough sell in the South, where
‘people hear “modular” and think “doublewide.”
A contest held last year by a national magazine
16 architectural firms to come up with a design
ing modular components to pmduoe 2 2,000
squam-font house that could be mass:produced
for $200,000. The winning design, seleﬁted in April
2003, is being built outside Pittsboro this month.
An architectural firm in New York, Resolution: 4
Architecture, produced the design. Carolina
Building Solutions, in Salisbury, manufactured
the modular components. Olson is the general
contractor putting the house together onsste.
“It's going to be a beautiful home once it's
done,” Olson said. So beautiful that he hopes it —
will mnvmclz mple to give modular housing  Nathan Wieler wanted something unusualin 2 home.
serious cons
“There’s an educaunn process you have to gp ‘That percentage is up in the teens in New Eng-  mid-priced housing market, and bui.ldersol i
through with customers who aren’t used to mod- land, where a short building season and high ~end, custom houses fill in the “scatter lots,” indi-
7 ular hoaif because a lot of them think of itas labor costs boost the price of S bult houses.In _ vidal home sites omslde of subdivisions. m'i;
has increased

a doublewide mobile home,” Olson said. “Actual ~the South, where construction can continue est in od\lhr ‘hou
ly,it's jugt a stick-built house built in a factory”  almost year-round and labor is relatively cheap, ~below-
reent of the building permits issued about 4 percent of homes are modular. ‘Thatssmwmzmamlmuse it'sa market
for sipglefantily houses in the Umled States are But as North Carolina has become high- ot serviced the way it used to be,” Zangardi said.
for modular homes, according to Mike Zangardi, growth state, the construction labor has
general manager of Carolina BuxlmngSolumns tightened. Tract builders dominate Lh.e low- to  See DWELLING, Page D8
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Dwelling
continued from page DI
Accepting the Dwell project meant
pushing the envelope of what hs acto-
ry produces, Zangard said. And that
him.
ed all
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na ook touting prefabricated hous-
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2008, Wieler and Tung helped select the
design submitted by Resalution: 4
Architecture.

Joseph Tanney; one of the architects

“Ninetyfive percent of domestic
‘spaces built in America don't have the
involvement of an architect,” Tanney
sald. “We're interested in re-introduc-
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dining room and kitchen; the private
‘modules were the bedroom and bath-

room.
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donated materials,I'm ot in control of
that.”

the nine meml , s06s ot wucks. The Dwell house requm 4
umosual about & company used 1o - these moduls of use o create eff - seven, and s, eould oy M: shi
working with jent, " he said. “We donated materials to his office in
York apartments. (il My preie s 13 et nm meanthe had to  a s them — as he
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‘Around the time Arieff was com
‘up with the contest, Nathan Wieler and
ki wis, Ingld Tuog were becaming
discouraged in their search for an
affordable house. Wieler, founder of

past yoar, the site has averaged 8,000 to

12000 hits a day The firm has fielded
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nesters as far away as Oroatia who

ant o build the modular homs. So

fa hefrm has 12 such homes n the
works.

custom home of prefabricated compo-
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road to the house site serpentined upa
hill with two hairpin switchbacks.

Tnnn;nm the process, he and
‘Wieler have been paying attention to
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duce a new line of producs to

Custom " moduar " homes,  Wieer
Jaunched Wiler Homes and

Pitsboro— in the works so
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the finishing work on the Dwell house

truck that was pulling the house, and a.
backhoe to push from behind and sta-
bilize the units.

detail to be able to bfing a modern
‘modular home to market for between
$180.00 and $200000.
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